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FM AMEMBASSY KABUL 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3782 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KABUL 5292 

FOR NEA/PAB, PASS ALSO AID NE BUREAU 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: EAID, PFOR, AF 

SUB J : PL-480 TITLE I WHEAT: AFGHAN REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 
REF: A) STATE 163793, B) KABUL 4998 

1 . REFTEL A REPORTED DEPARTMENT SEEKING SPEEDY AUTHORITY 
FOR MISSION TO OPEN TALKS WITH GOVT OF AFGHANISTAN (GOA) FOR 
50,000 TONS OF WHEAT IN FY 1977. REFTEL B REPORTED GOA 

FOUND OUR PROPOSAL FOR WHEAT IN FY 77 ACCEPTABLE, EXCEPT FOR 
THEIR DESIRE TO HAVE US FUND TRANS-PAKISTAN TRANSPORT COSTS. 

2. IN VIEW OF RAPIDLY APPROACHING END OF FISCAL YEAR, 
DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO ASK EMBASSY ISLAMABAD TO 
ATTEMPT TO GET AN EARLY ANSWER FROM THE GOVT OF 
PAKISTAN RE THEIR WILLINGNESS FOR US TO MAKE A GRANT OF 
PAK RUPEES TO COVER TRANSPORT COSTS KARACHI-PESHAWAR OR 
KARACHI-CHAMAN. ALSO, WE NEED TO KNOW HERE WHEN WE COULD 
EXPECT TO RECEIVE A DRAFT AGREEMENT AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
ITS NEGOTIATION FROM THE DEPARTMENT AND WHEN THE 
AGREEMENT WOULD HAVE TO BE CONCLUDED AND SIGNED TO 
ALLOW SHIPMENT IN FY 77. 

3. PLEASE ADVISE SOONEST. 
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